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„„ 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty 


© GEORGE, 


By the Graceof God, KING 
of Great Britain, France and 


7 Ireland, Defender of the 
44 Faith, c. x 


SIX. 


oo Lthough the. Numbers of 
* A thoſe who in theſe Your Ma- 
1 jeſty's Kingdoms bleſs Hea- 
ven for having given them the beſt 


A 2 of 


The Dedication. 
of King's are ma y; yet- is there 
not any of them more truly ſenfible 
of the ſubſtantial Bleſſings we are 
poſſeſs'd of, under Your Majeſty's 


moſt juſt. and wiſe Adminiſtration 
than my ſelf. | 


And as both my Inclination and 
my Duty prompts me to every 


thing that may be for the Service 


of Your Majefty, ( which I take 
to be the beſt Service I can at the 
ſame time do my Country,) fol 
moſt humbly beg leave to lay at 
Your Majeſty's Feet theſe few 
Sheets,, which were written with 
no other View, than that of endea- 
vouring to make all' Your Majeſty's 
Subjects, as ſenſible of the Reality 
of their Happineſs as J am. 


Theſe Kingdoms never were, nor 
perhaps ever will be entirely free 
from Men who are profeſs'd Ene- 
ET ED mies 
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b mies tothe common Peace and Tran- 
quility of their Fellow Subjects; 
but as they are inconſiderable in 


their Number, ſo alſo is their Inte- 
reſt become inconſiderable, even 


with the meaneſt of Your Majeſty's 
People. 


The many Inſtances of Your 


| Majeſty's great Clemency, amidſt 


the greateſt Provocations, has con- 


vinced them, that they have a 


a King who is an indulgent Father 


to all; and who, like a moſt tender 


Parent, at the ſame time that he 
has puniſhed the Crime, has ſhewn 
Compaſſion to the Criminal. This, 


Sir, accompanied with other 


Proofs of the innate Goodneſs of 


Your Majeſty, has opened the 


4 ad 
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Eyes of ſuch of Your Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, as were by wicked deſigning 
Men unhappily deluded ; for Ju- 
ſtice never appears ſo heavenly 


"A bright, 
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Mercy. | 


Men of the moſt Generous and He- 
roick Spirits; ſuch as by an habi- 


tune, and therefore incapable of 
4 Fear, have nevertheleſs been moſt 


14 Soul will do all in his Power to ſub- 
due his Enemies, and when that is 

N done, will double the Glory of his 
14 Conqueſt, by extending his Clemen- 
1 cy to thoſe he had the Power to 
{if deſtroy. 


* r I 7 oe eg 9 
13 


for a Proof of, to the very many 
now living, who are, or ought to 


be ] 


bright, as when intermixt with 
It has ever been obſery'd, that 


tual. Magnanimity, have elevated 
their Souls above the Power of For- 


4 apt to commiſerate the Misfortunes 
and Failings of others. A great 


That Your Majeſty is both poſ- 
ſeſſed of, and has put theſe Vir- 
tues in Practice, I need only appeal 


The Dedication- 


7 be moſt ſenſible of it, and who'I 
© heartily wiſh may for the remain- 


der of their Days, have a juſt Ab- 


horrence of ever having attempted 


any thing againſt the Peace of His 
Life, who fo generouſly has given 
them theirs. 


Our Happineſs is ſuch, as few, 
if any other Nation in the World, 


can boaſt; for we are not only go- 
vernd by Your Majeſty, (the beſt 


of Princes) but the Divine Provi- 


dence has alſo given Your Majeſty 
a numerous Royal Iſſue, who I doubt 


not are entail'd as ſo many Bleſſings 


upon theſe Kingdoms. 


F May Your Majeſty long wear the 


Crowns You adorn, may You ever 


Reign in the Hearts of Your happy 


People, and may Your Majeſty be 
pleaſed to permit me moſt humbly 
to declare, that whilſt T can write 


with 


— 
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with my Pen, draw my Sword with 
my Hand, or have a Drop of Blood 
to loſe in the Service of Your 


Majeſty, 1 ſhall ever acquit my ſelf 
das · becomes, 


SIR, 
Tour Majeſty's 
Dutiful Subject, 
Moft Humble and 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


. Mordington. 
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PREFACE. 


HE following Sheets are in- 
tended for the Service of ſuch 
of my Fellow Subjects, who may 

have been impoſed upon, by Men 
whoſe Deſigns are to make them ſuſpi- 
cious of their Happineſs and Security, at 
a Time when they are effectually Secured 


of both; and which 1 ſhall demonſtrate 


Ib ta 
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to them in 4 Manner ſo. plain, that 


the meaneſt Capacity will I hope be from 


| thence convinced, that all ſuch as have 


endeavoured to perſwade them of the 
contrary, are theirs and the whole King- 
dom's profeſs'd Enemies. 


It has been obſerved, that many of 


thoſe who would bave it believed, that 
their Diſcontentedneſs and Diſlibe of 
our preſent moſt happy Conſtitution, 


' proceeds from a pure Principle of Con- 
ſcience, are known to be ſuch as have 


no Conſciences at all ; which they them- 


ſelves,.as far as wilful Perjury, and 


nimbly ſhifting into all Shapes can do 
it, have put beyond the Poſſibility of a 
Contradiction. 


Men of this Stamp, and the Agents 
of ſuch Men, are the Fountains from 
whence all our unhappy Diſcords flow; 


and therefore I think it my Duty, (as 


indeed it is that of every faithful Sub- 
". 003 
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The PREFACE. 

ect) to do all in my Power, that may 
tend to the undeceiving of thoſe 'of 
his Majeſty's well-meaning People who 
have been deluded and abuſed, by the 
tommon Enemies of their Peace and 


Tranquility. 


I am not inſenſible, that what I 
ſent into the World at two different 
Times about three Years ſince, occa- X 
fioned by a weekly Paper called The 
Independent Whig, created me ſome 
Enemies : But as the Authors of thoſe 
Papers, ſeemed not to be the Friends 
of any Thing that could poſſibly be 
countenanced by a Member of the 
Eſtabliſb d, or any other Church or 
3 whatſoever, and conſe- 
quently by no good Subject, I have 
therefore been extremely eaſy under 


their Diſpleaſure. 
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As to what I bade now Publiſhed, 4 


and the Stile in which it is written, 
F need ſay no more of, but that as 10 
the fu ſt, my Intentions are good; and 
as to the latter, I am not a Pretender to. 


Elocution, but to Sincerity, 
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THE GREAT 


BLESSING. 


OF. A 


Monarchical Government, &c. 


71S the Ignorant and Illiterate, 
are indiſputably the Majo- 
rity of the People; ſo do we 
owe the Dilcontents and 

Diviſions that are among 
them, to the Arts of Men 
who though more learn'd, are yet lets 


honeſt. 


I am ſatisfied, that were the meaneſt of 
Men, left to ſee with their own Eyes, 
and permitted to make ule of their own 
Underſtandings, we ſhould find very few 
of them, but would readily agree to 
Peace among themſelves, as the molt ef- 

tectual 


* 


2 The Great Bleſſing of a 


ſed val Method to render them capable of 


diſcharging their Duties to God, to their 


King, and to their own Families. 

Tre Infatuation that ſome Men labour 
under is wonderful! who though they 
find themſelves poſſeſſed of the Thing, 
will nevertheleſs be amuſed with Words. 
Experience teaches them that they enjoy 
to a ** Degree (than any other 
Subjects in the known World,) the 
Liberties of their Perſons, their Callings, 
their Trades, and ( ſuch as have any) 
their Confciences ; nor is any Man di- 
ſturbed in the Poſſeſſion of what he has 
a Right to as his Property. From all 
which it is plain, that the Liberty theſe 
People complain they want, is nothin 
but what they have denied to themſelves, 
(vir. ) a ſerious Reflection upon the great 


Happineſs they do in reality enjoy. 


'IT is to be hoped, that the Artifices 
made uſe of to deſtroy their Quiet, will 
one Day be diſcovered by them; and 
then I am certain, that every one will 
have a juſt Abhorrence both of the Men, 
and the Meaſures by them taken to ren- 
der their Fellow-SubjeQs, if poſſible, 

wretched. 


Tha 
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> would be an inſupportable Tyranny. 


Monarchical Government. 3 


Tur Arguments that generally are 
made uſe of to delude the Unwary, and 
trick them out of their common Senſes, 
are not more wicked than they are weak ; 
the Puniſhment due to Rebels, (by ſuch 
Men they are taught) is the Oppreſſion 
of the People. If a Man is hang'd for a 


palpable Breach of the Laws of his Coun- 
try, the Cry then runs, againſt the want 
of Juſtice, And if their Sovereign will 


not be paſſive amidſt their moſt dange- 


rous and deſperate Attempts, then pre-. 


ſently their Liberties and Properties are 


invaded, 


Liberty and Property are two excellent 


Words, when accompanied with an ho- 
neſt Meaning; and as none can be too 
- jealous of thoſe Rights, which both by 
their Births as Free-men, and by the 

| Laws of their Country, they are intt- 
tuled to the Enjoyment of; fo on the 


other hand, great Care ought to be taken, 


the Subject, into that of Contentions a- 


mong the Subjects. 


Liberty, if not bounded by Religion, 
Reaſon, and the Laws of the Land, 


B 2 * 


that we do not pervert the Liberty of | 
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For whilſt there are Men among us, who 
have the Knack of improving each Hear- 
ſay and ridiculous Invention, (into Dan- 


ger of the Liberties of the Subject.) and 


whilſt by the Deſigning and Seditious, 
the Ignorant are taught that their Free- 
dom conſiſts in ſaying and doing what 


they pleaſe with Impunity ; we ſhould. 


be at endleſs War with each other, did 
not Religion and the Laws interpoſe : 
By the one we are taught our Dury, and 
by the other jultly compell d to do it. 


| W HEN a Nation is under the Curſe 
of Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, how 
naturally do Men forget both Party and 


perſonal Animoſities; and by heartily 


uniting, endeavour to eaſe themſelves of 
ſo intolerable a Burthen? © 

Ho horridly depraved then, are the 
Natures of thoſe who are perpetually 
fomenting Differences, and improving 
every Trifle into intemperate Heats, and 
needleſs Uneaſineſſes, in a Reign under 
V hich they may if they pleaſe, peaceably 
poſſeſs all that can be deſirable? But 
{ome affect to differ in Opinion from eve- 
ry Body, out of a pute Spirit of Contra- 
dition. And the Actions of ſuch Men 
ſeem to declare, that right or wrong they 
$374 FS | never 
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never will be united to the reſt of their 


Fellow Subjects, but in Time of the grea- 


reſt Extremity, in which (they ſee their 
dear ſelves) together with the Publick 
Liberty viſibly ia Danger, and ought 
therefore at preſent to be carefully ſhunn'd 
by, -- and look'd upon, as the common 
Diſturbers of thoſe who are very ſenſible. 
they ſhall never need their Aſſiſtance, 
ſo long as his preſent Majeſty ( whom 


God long preſerve) fills the Britiſo 


Ihrone. 


I have made it my Obſervation, that 
the Grumbletonian is calily to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from all others, even before he 
opens his Lips to diſcharge the important 


Something or other, he-1ecms to be bi 


with, and as he is of himſelf a Quarre}, 
and all his different Parts at continual 
War with him; fo does he by every, 
though the moſt minute Action, lay open 


the Gapgreen that preys upon his very 
Vitals. 


* He can have no Health, whilſt his 
Countrymen are ſo bewitch'd, as to un- 
derſtand when they are well, all are 
Madmen that are not ſeditious Men; 


und he is ſurprized to find that the World 
will be ſuch errant Fools, as to take 
| ith | » N N 


N 
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him 
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him for an errant Makebate; when all 
he intends (good Soul) is only to ſet 


them rogether by the Ears. 


Bes1DEs, he had not the chuſing 
of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and conſe- 
quently they are not intituled to any 


Share of his good Wiſhes; Were at the 


head of Affairs, fays a Fellow perhaps 
with a Head of Oak, I wou'd - 
and they ſhou'd——an --an -- an ——— a 


Shrug, a Nod, anda Wink is to ſpeak the 


reſt. 


T 1s Procedure, ſenſeleſs as it is, is ne- 


vertheleſs received by People as ſenſeleſs, 


who are charm'd with it. And who 
from ſuch a Man's having faid nothing 
at all, rake it for granted he could 
ſay more if he pleaſed ; his Look his Mo- 
tion, the Toſs of his Noſe ; nay, the very 
knitting of his Brow, beſpeaks ſomething 
in the Favour of ſomebody or other; 
and they cannot doubt his being m 
the Right, becauſe he is perpetually 
preaching upon that of Hereditary. = 


1 would from hence infer, that Men 
are, generally ſpeaking, made more un- 


eaſy by the Opinions they are taught to 
have of Things, than by the Reality of 
them. 
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them. What a wondrous Stumbling- 


block has the Words Hereaitary Right 
been to ſome People? and in how many 


different Shapes have they appear'd, as 


Men of different Intereſts had Occaſion to 
make uſe of them ? Though it is extreme 


eaſy to prove, both from the Chronicles, 
and other authentick Hiſtories of the 
Engliſh Kings, that the Notion of Here- 


ditary Right in this Kingdom is a very 


great Miſtake, 


AND as I am ſenſible that many ho- 
neſt well meaning Men, either through 
want of the Means, or want of Leiſure to 
inform themſelves rightly ; have been, 
and itil] are groſsly impoſed upon by that 
Doctrine which (though falſe) has yet 


been received as Truth, becauſe they have 


not ſeen it contradicted in a Method ſui- 
table to their .Capaciries. I ſhall there- 


| fore look upon it as a particular Happineſs, 
by doing my Duty, I may be an Inſtru- 


ment of bringing my Fellow. Subjects to a 
pu Senſe of their's: And in order to it, 

will make it plain, that the Clutter ſome 
People keep about Paſſive Obedience and 


Hereditary Right, is nothing leſs than that 
of endeavouring to make all the Changes 


of Kings that have happened in this King. 


dom, to many Uſurpations and Rebel- 
175 e lions: 
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lions : And that all the Kings and 


Queens that. have proceeded from them, 
were (ipſo facto Ulurpers. 


Bur to put this in a clear Light, and 
to undeceive all thoſe whoſe Ignorance 
may have occaſioned their hearkening to 
Men, whoſe only Aim 1s to diſturb the 
Tranquility of the Nation. I will give 
ſome Inſtances of Kings of England, who 
neither had any Hereditary Right, nor 
pretended to any ſuch. 


Before what is vulgarly called the Conqueſt. 


Egbert was not next in Blood, and yet 
was declared King. 


Ethelwerd and Ethelwolf, (a Monk) had 
neither of them better Titles, and- yer 
were advanced to the ſame Honour. 


Ethelſton tho? Illegitimate, and with- 
out any Title at all, was nevertheleſs 
by the Conſent of the Nobility and Com- 
mons declared King. 


Eldred was alſo admitted by the ſame. 
Authority, and the Sons of Edmund his 


Predeceſſor ſet aide. 


SIC Edwars 
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Edward, Adalſton, and Harold were all 
Illegitimate; yet wore the Exgliſb Crown 
by Conſent. 75 


Eldred was declared King againſt the 
Right of his two Nephews Eaway and 
Edwin. | 


Harold the Second, and William, com- 
monly (tho erroneouſly ) call'd the Con- 
queror were King's of Exgland, whillt 
EFagar and Etheling, the next Heirs in Blood, 

were living. | 


ANp now I have mentioned HNilliam the 
Firſt, it may not be improper in this Place 
to take Notice, that he only conquer'd Ha- 
rold and thoſe who were his Abettors : 
But as to the Exz/i Crown, it was ob- 
tain'd by the free Choice of the Peers, and 
Body of the People ; and ſo far was he 
from being the Conqueror of that People, 
that before they would ſuffer him to 
be crown'd, he was obliged to take an 
Oath, that he would govern them juſtly, 
and keep and obſerve, not only their old 
Laws; but alſo conſent to the making ſuch 
new ones, as ſhould be judg'd to be for 
the common Welfare. And all this he 
\. Was obliged to comply with before the 
Lords Spiritual, Temppral, or the Com- 

) Fu ry oY I 
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mons would do him Homage as their Sove- 
reign. None of which an abſolute Con- 


queror could be under any Neceſſity of 
complying with. 1 


Simon of Durham, expreſly ſays, © That 


© William called the Conqueror, made a 


Compact with the Archbiſhops, Bi- 
* ſhops, and the Nobles of the Land, 
** who when they ſwore Fealty to him, 
_ © defired him by the Archbiſhop of York 

* to do the ſame by them: Whereupon 
& he made his perſonal Oath before the 
&« Altar of Saint Peter, to defend the 
„ Church of God, and the Rectors of 
* the ſame; to govern them and all the 
People ſubject ro him juſtly, and to 


« eſtabliſh equal Laws, and ſee them du- 


ly executed. 


Ann. 1087. Robert the elder Brother 
was laid aſide, and William Rufus, ſecond 
Son to Milliam the Firſt, was King. | 


ArTER Whoſe Death Henry the Firſt, 
his younger Brother, (though not next 


Heir ) was King. —— 
AFTER Henry the Firſt, Stephen was de- 


clared King, againit the ſuppoſed Right of 


Maud, Daughter of the ſaid Henry the Firſt, 
x AND 
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AND Hepry the Second, was alſo King 


= againſt the like Right of Maud. 


AFTER Richard the Firſt, John was King, 


k and Arthur the next Heir laid aſide. 


Ar rx the Death of King John, 
Henry his eldeſt Son was King againit the 
Right of Arthar. 


AND Henry the Third wore the Crown 
by Conſent, againſt the Right of Elea nor, 
Prince Arthur's Siſter. 


Henry the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, 
had a Parliamentary Right only. 


Ar TER the Dea of Henry the Third, 
Edward the Fourth aſcended the Throne 


by Conſent, during the Lifetime of 


Henry the Sixth. 


AND Henry the Seventh was declared 


King, whilſt the Lady Elisabeth (who 


was next in Blood) was living; nor did 
he joyn in her Title, or take any manner 


of Notice of it. 


By an Act of Parliament of the 12th 
of Richard the Second, it was enacted, 


That if the King ſhall alienate himſelt 


„ © from 


C 
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& from iis People; and will not be go- 
« verned and regulated by the Rights of 
© the Kingdom, and laudable Ordinances 
„% made by the Lords and great Men of 
the Realm: But ſhall headily exerciſe 
& his own arbitrary Will ; that then it 
* ſhall be lawful for them with the com- 
e mon Aſſent of the People in Parliament, 
« to abrogate or depoſe him from the 
«* Throne, and to ſet up in his ſtead 
% ſomebody of Kin, or near of Kin to 
« the King of the Royal Stock. 


FROM Whence it is plain, they meant 
any deſerving Perſon of the Royal Blood, 
and ſuch a one we have (thank God) to 
rule over us. 


( Graſton's Chron. fol. 647.) In the 


© 39th Year of King Henry the Sixth, Ri- 
© chard Duke of York laid his Claim to 


« the Crown in full Parliament; and at- | 


6 rer many and long Debates, and delibe- 


rate Conſultations had among the Peers, 
„ Prelates, and Commons of the Realm: 


It was condeſcended and agreed, that 
* Henry having been taken for King more 
„than thirty-eight Years, that he ſhould 


enjoy the ſame during his Life: But if 


he either died, or reſigned, or forfeited 
the ſame, for infringing any Point ol 
: this 
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te this Concord ; then the ſaid Crown and 


« Authority Royal, ſhould immediately 
& deſcend to the Duke of York, if he then 
&« liv?d, or the next Heir of his Line or 


Lineage; and that the ſaid Duke be from 


« henceforth, Protector and Regent of 
6& the Land. 


© Tyxy allo enacted and declared, That 
&« if the King did cloſely orapparently ſtu- 
* dy, or go about to break or alter this 
& Agreement; or to compals, or imagine 
& the Death of the ſaid Richard Duke of 


© York, or his Blood; that then he ſhould 
“ forfeit the Crown, and the Duke of 
- © York {ſhould have it. 


© THesE Articles were not only ſworn 
“ to by both the Parties, bur were alſo 
« recorded in the high Court of Parlia- 
„ ment, Vid. Cott. Records 39 Henry the 


Sixth, from Numb. 10 to Numb. 33. 


© BuT Richard Duke of York being killed 


& in the Battle of Wakefield, and King 


« Henry having broke the above-named 


« Agreement; Edward, Son to Duke Ri- 


& chard, called a Council of Lords Spiri- 
6 tual and Temporal, and before them 


laid open his Title to the Crown, ac- 
4 cording.to the Articles aforeſaid, who 
. | 5 


after 


14. The Great Bleſſing of a 
ce after they had conſidered his Title, and 
* Declaration in Council, they determin- 
« ed, that foraſmuch as King Henry the 
« the Sixth, had contrary to his Oath, 
4 Honour, and Agreement, violated and 
« infringed the Order taken and enacted 
& 1a the laſt Parliament; and alſo becauſe 
© he was inſufficient to rule the Realms, 
« and unprofitable tothe Commonwealth, 
© that he ſhould be by the Authority a- 

© foreſaid, deprived and deveſted of all 
* Kingly Honour and Regal Sovereignty , 
« and thereupon Edward was by the Con- 
« ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
« in Council, named, elected, and ad- 
&* mitted King of theſe Realms. 


« IN the Reign of Edward the Second 
© the Parliament met at London, and de- 
4 clared by common Conſent, that he 
„ was unworthy of the Crown; and 
ce for many Cauſes depoſed him, and choſe 
« his Son Edward for their King; and his 
« Election being publickly declared in 
« Weſtminſter-hall, ſome of the Members 
© of each Houſe were ſent to Edward the 
„Second, to demand the Surrender of 
« the Crown from him, which he ſur- 


$ rendred according]y, 


* 


* 
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Ay ſince thoſe Times, the Succeſſion 
has been altered often, and the Crown 


' ſhifted from one Family to another by 


Act of Parliament, as any Man may ſee 
in all the Chronicles of Exgland. 


Margaret Queen of Scotland was Daugh- 
ter to King Henry the Seventh of England. 
Which Margaret married Archibald Dowg- 
fas Earl of Angus; by whom ſhe had a 
Daughter named Margaret, who married 
Matthew Earl of Lenox, and by him was 
Mother of Henry Duke of Albany, who 
was Father to King James the Sixth of 
Scotland and firſt of Exgland; and who 


Was Father of King Charles the Royal 
Martyr (of Bleſſed Memory) who was 


Father of King Charles the Second, &c. 
and yet that very King Her), from 


hom all theſe Princes ſprung, was him- 
elf declared King during the Life-time of 


the Next in Blood, as I have already ob- 


I would not be underſtood as if I pres 


' tended, that the Choice of a King is in the | 


People entirely : Oa the contrary, I am of 


The Opinion, that the Succeſſion of a Royal 
Eine of Princes, whoſe Principles aud Pra- 


Etices arc agreeable to our Conſtitution in 


*Ehurch and Stite, is a moſt deſirable. - 


thing: 


. 4 
& > 
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thing; and what I hope theſe Kingdoms 
will be bleſs'd with from the Royal Loins. 


of his preſent Majeſty to the End of Time, 


Bur it is to be taken Notice of, that 
the Doctrine of Hereditary Right, as ſcrew'd 
up by ſome till it is ready to crack, 1s 
doubtleſs calculated for the Intereſt of a 
Popiſh Pretender : And'is therefore made 
uſe of by his Agents, as an Aſſertion that 
has been of great Uſe in diſtracting and 
filling the Minds of weak or ignorant Peo- 
ple with Doubts and Jealouſies; which 
conſequently puts them upon what is in- 
conſiſtent with their Duty: And it is upon 


theſe Conſiderations, I have thought it 


mine to undeceive them, by making 


the Abſurdity appear, that is couched un- 
der the Pretence of ſucha Right; and ſhall 


at the ſame time obſerve, that we lye under 
no Obligations, Divine or Human, to ſuf 
fer our Rights, Liberties, Priviledges 
and above all, the free exerciſe of our Re- 


ligion, to be torn from us, under the No 


tion of an Hereditary Right derived from 
the Sce of Rome. 


Wr have a King upon the Throne p.; 


ho is compleatly qualified withall thing 


agreeable to our moſt happy Conſtitu 


ion; nor is there any want of the Bloo! 
| Roy. 
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5 Royal of each of the united Kingdoms in 
His Majeſty's Veins, his Royal Grand- 
mother the Queen of Bohemia, being the 


immediate Daughter of King James the 


Sixth of Scotland and Firſt of England, 


and Siſter to the Royal Martyr King 
Charles the Firſt. Not to mention the ma- 
ny Intermarriages between the Princes 
of Britain, and the molt Illuſtrious 
And 
though a Prince abſolute in Point of Com- 
mand in his German Dominions, yet has 

he, and I am certain ever. will, govern 
his Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and what depends thereon, according to 
their known ancient Laws and Cuſtoms. 


CN any Man in his Senſes then ſup- 


poſe himſelt in Danger under the Govern- 


ment of a King, who makes our Laws 
the Rule of all his Actions; and who is 
not leſs remarkable tor being a true De- 
fender of, than a ſtrick Obſerver of them. 


And as His Majelty has paid a molt reli- 


gious Regard to every Part of his Coro- 
Nation Oath, ſo has he never in any one 
Inſtance forſeited his Royal Word. 


Tusk excellent Qualifications in a 


: Pr Ince, can never fail of making us a Peo- 
q p'c envied by all neighbouring Nations; 
4 1 


5 


NJ 
18 The Great Bleſſing of « 5 
let us not then by giving way to incohe- 3 
rent inconſiſtent Whimſies (ſer on Foot by 7 
the Enemies not only of this Nation, and jed 
National Church in particular, but to the wh 
Repoſe of Chriſtendom in general) ſuffer Anc 
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them to have Reaſon to brand us with the mo 
ignominious Epithets of unthankful un-. Me 
grateful Subjects. 0 

I believe I may with Modeſty aſſert, that (al 
Britain can produce as many gallant Spirits to 1 


(the Numbers of People conſidered) as an Jan 
Part of the Univerſe ; and {ſhall Men an) 
of a Warlike Nation, whoſe Swords have you 
hewn the way to Glory, thro' the midſt. © gre 
of their Enemies abroad, ſuffer themſelves ha) 
to be cheated of all that ought to be dear fer: 
to them, by the mean Artifices of a few 


deligning ſeditious Men at Home? For! 
ſhame let it never be faid of us, that we of 
are capable of Diſcontent, under the mild mu 
Government of the moſt merciful King: Pre 
Nor let us give our Enemies the Pleaſure ing 
of ſeeing, that their unwearied Endeavours ple 
to deſtroy our Quiet has been of any effect. inf 
88 Tex 

Jam confident, that as a Monarchical Pal 
Government, is molt conſiſtent with the De 
true Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, ſo was Ver 
there never any Monarchy better provided his 
with Laws ſor the Security of the Sub- kn 
ject, 4 1 cer 
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who with more Sincerity both defended 
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jet, nor any Monarch upon the Earth, 


and regarded them, than our preſent 
moſt gracious Sovereign does. It is a 


Maxim in our Laws, That the Ring can do 


u Wrong, and we are. happy in a King 


any the lea 


giree invaded ; 


who will do none; be perſwaded then, 


(all Party- prejudices laid aſide) ſeriouſly 
to reflect, that though it has been molt vi- 
Janoully ſuggeſted to the contrary, yet not 
of thoſe Laws intended for 
your Security, have been in the leaſt De- 
but on the contrary, 
have been by his Majeſty inviolably ob- 
ſerv'd, maintained and protected. 


0 I am not inſenſible that the Suſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, was Matter of 


much Uneaſineſs to ſome; and gave the 


Pretender's Agents an Opportunity of act- 
ing the old Farce over again, among Peo- 


ple whoſe Capacities were not ſufficient to 


inform them, that a Truſt of that Nature 
repoſed in his Majeſty by his People in 
Parliament aſſembled, was the plaineſt 
Demonſtration that could poſſibly be gi- 


ven, of the great Confidence they had in 


— 
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his Majeſty's Perſonal Honour, and his 


known Integrity in every thing that con- 
cerns the Proſperity and Welfare of his Sub- 


jects. So that the very Arguments made. 


D 2 uſe 
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uſe of by our Enemies, to make that Power 5 

veſted in the King for a Time certain, 2 
certain Danger of the Subverſion of our ee x 
Laws, was not only a moſt villanous « 4 
and groundleſs Inſinuation, (and what « | 


you have found ſo to be) but was allo 6 
the moſt weak of any thing that ever 40 
was yet made uſe of, to bring about the (44 
Deſigns of the (Roman Kyight ;) for what « 
Likelihood could there be, of a Miſun- 4 
derſtanding between our King and his Peo- 4 f. 
ple, when they had freely, (and without 4 5 
any thing of that Nature being ask'd of 
them by His Majeſty) entruſted him witng 4 
what we are all ſo fond of preſerving. : 


WII, but ſay they, was not ſome 
clapt up upon it, and was not that ſuffi- 
cient to alarm us? 


To which I anſwer, That there are 
very few if any, who are ignorant (of the 
ar warty; that was the Occaſion of the 
Reſtraint laid for ſome time upon thoſe 
Perſons; and as no Man's Impriſonment 
makes him guilty if he is innocent, yet it 
may be a Means of finding out if he is 
guilty or not; and where it has been 
tound in the Negative, I believe I need will. 
not uſe many Words to prove, that Juſtice few | 
has been doit. „3 
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« No Man (Gays Sir Walter Rawleigh) is 
te deſtroyed, but by the Laws of the 
« Land; impriſoned indeed they, may be 
ce by the King's Prerogative, where there 


js Cauſe to ſuſpect their Loyalty; for 


i were it otherwiſe, the King might never 
&© come to the Knowledge of any Conſpi- 
« racy againſt his Perſon or State: (But 
then adds he) tho? a Man is thus impri- 


e ſoned, yet does none ſuffer Death but 


by the Laws of his Country. 


17 


Tur Laws are the very Nerves and 
Sine ws of Governments; 


and as no 
Man can properly be called, or ſaid to be 
Part of a Civil Society, from the Rules 
orf which he would be or thinks himſelf 
exempted. So neither can any Man 
be looked upon as a Member of that 
Commonwealth, or deſerve the leaſt Pro- 
tection under it, the Laws of which he 
denies to pay Obedience unto ; and 


therefore to take away the Life of a 


* 


n 
4 


Man, when forfeited to the Laws of his 
Country, that others by the Example of 


His Puniſhment, may be deterr'd from the 


Commitment of the like Crimes, I belieye 
will be allow'd, is but Juſtice. And how 
Examples have been made by taking 
Way Lives fo forfeited, is obvious to 

. 1 every 


F 
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every one who are not, reſolved to ſhut 


their Eyes, againſt what is ſo viſible to 
all others, (vis. ) His Majeſty's unpa- 
ralelied Clemency. 


THERE are not many among us, who 
are inſenſible of theſe Truths; and as to 
thoſe who would ſeem to have forgot 
them, (and who I hope are not many) I 
ſhall take the Liberty to put them in 
Mind, that all ſuch (of what Condition 
or Quality ſoever) as {hall endeavour by 


Writing and Publiſhing, or cauſing to be 


Written or Publiſh'd, as ſome now do, 
(and for ſome timę have done,) what is 
intended to corrupt the Minds of unwary 


People, by inſtilling into them confuſed « 


and diſreſpectful Notions of Perſons and 
Things, are endeavouring to deſerve 
a Name well known to the Law. 


How very inconſiſtent ſuch Proceed. 
ings are with the Allegiance they all owe, 
.and which moſt of them have ſworn to 
obſerve, is plain to every Body, and 
I heartily wiſh, that they may ſoon be 
among the Number of thoſe who are ſcn- 
ſible of their Errors. 
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Tu wiſeſt of Men may by Surprize 
be guilty of indiſcreet Actions; but to 
ſuffer ſuch Actions to grow into Cuſtom, 
is abſurd to the laſt Degree : For when 
Men have been tax'd with Inadvertency, 


at the firſt beginning of their Folly, they 


will be look'd upon as Madmen if they 
perſevere in it. 


9 Ax, but ſay they, it is not the King, 


whom God preſerve) but ſome of his 
Servants we are diſpleaſet with. The 
—— of which, I take to be, that let 
hoſe Servants have acquitted themſelves 


never ſo much to the Satisfaction of their 


Royal Maſter in particular, and to the 


Intereſt and Advantage of his People in 


general; yet unleſs they can ſee them 
emov'd, they will not vouchſafe to come 
Bro Temper, nor then neither, unleſs 


they themſelves may ſupply their Places, 


or have a conſiderable P 


or —&'c. Cc. 


Ol—OI— 


$ MEN of this Temper are ſeldom ſatiſ- 


hed, even when put into Poſſeſſion of 
What they covet ; tor as their Deſires are 
unreaſonable, ſo is their Luſt of Power 


inſatiable. 


; BY | | Submit 
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2 


Submit your ſelves, (ſays St. Peter the 
Apoſtle) to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's Sake, whether it be unto the Ring as 
ſupream; or unto Governors, as unto thoſe 
that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of 
evil Doers, and for the Reward of them 
that do well. As free, and not uſing your 
Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs ; but 
fear God and honour the King, (firſt of Peter 
cap. 2, ver. 13, 14 and 16.) 


FR O M this it is plain, that we are 
not only to honour the King, (id eſt) to 
reſpect, obey, and ſerve him faithfully 
and willingly : But are alſo obliged to 
have a due reſpect and regard for the Per- 
ſons and Characters, of all ſuch as his Ma- 
jeſty out of his great Wiſdom, ſhall judge 
proper to be his Servants, and not by 
ambiguous Words, and Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of Things, endeavour to render 
their Adminiſtration contemptible in the 
Eyes of the Multitude. A Procedure un- 
worthy of every brave and honeſt Man, 
and in ſome may very juſtly be call'd In- 
gratitude. A Vice inconſiſtent with a 
generous Nature, and is therefore moſt 
trequently found among thoſe, who are 
either ſo fooliſhly Proud, as to make no 
Reflections on Kindneſſes done them, E F 

0 
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ſo ſottiſhly Stupid, as to believe all Bene- 


fits nothing more than their due. 


. 


[8 


Nox can this Claſs of Men, be free 


from that Hell born Vice of Envy, which 


ſtirs up in them a moſt hearty Sorrow 
for any good they ſee happen to others, 
notwithſtanding they may have been 
their greateſt Benefactors; and as Love 
ever attends on, Gratitude, ſo Hatred 
being an adjunct of Ingratitude, is inſepa- 
rable from it: And the more Goodneſs 
they have,. and the more Happy they 
may be, who are the Objects of ſuch 
Men's Envy, the more heartily will 
they hate them and wiſh their Miſchief, 
though under infinite Obligations to the 
contrary. | 


TuERE is another Sort of Men, who 


cannot ſpeak but they muſt at the ſame 
time bite; and by a certain Turn of 
Quibbles with very uncertain Meanings, 


turn all Things into Ridicule : Whilſt 


they themſelves through a certain Over- 
Furning of their Brains, cannot find out 
that they are the Jeſt of all Companies. 
For what greater Buffoon in Nature can 
there be, than a quibbling ſarcaſmatical 
zEoxcomb, that rakes into all manner of 
Filth to find where with to beſpatter his 


bY - ; Betters. 
1 
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Betters. If their is Wit in ſuch Froth, (as 


ſome hold there is) I am confident a Man 
muſt firſt be a Fool, before he is quali- 
fied to make uſe of it; it being what is 
carefully ſhunn'd, and abhorr'd by all 
others, as the Bane of good Manners and 
civil Society. 


NoTHiNG is ſo common with the 
Vulgar as Detraction, and their is hard- 
ly any Action, though ever ſo good in it 
ſelf, but if they cannot deface it, they 
will nevertheleſs be ſure to caſt Blots 
upon it ; eſpecially if the good done, pro- 
ceed from one who is the Object of, or 
who they are taught ought to be, the 
Object of their Ditreſpe& and Averſion; 
and therefore it is certainly a molt un- 
pardonable Crime, for Men whoſe Fi. 
gure and Fortunes give them Credit 
with the Multitude, to give them any 
Encouragement, in what they are bu 
too apt to take up themſelves. And a 
ſuch Men are moſt ſubject to believe 
what they leaſt underſtand, ſo is it be. 
low a good Underſtanding to impoſe upon 
ro: even if there were no Crime in i. 
at all, 


I am 
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1 am certain, that would Gentlemen 


5 in their ſeveral Counties (and which is 
nothing more than their Duty) lay be- 
fore their ignorant Neighbours and Te- 


nants, under what ſort of a Government 


they live, and repreſent to them fairly, 
and without Party-prejudice the naked 


Truth, we ſhould ſoon ſee the happy 


Effects of ſuch a Procedure, and which 


would redound much to the Reputa- 
tion of ſuch Gentlemen, who would in 
that Caſe, very juſtly deſerve the glo- 
rious Epithets of Loyal Subjects, and 


_ hearty Lovers of their Country. 


ANOTHER Thing it is to be wiſh'd, 


that Gentlemen would be careful of, and 
that is, what ſort of Clergymen they 


- preſent to the Livings in their Gifts; for 
it has been but to plain, that what ever 


the Vicar or Curate profeſſes himſelf in 
Point of Party to be, ſuch generally is his 
whole Pariſh; and we have all ſeen the 
Diſt rad ions that the Doctrine of (Heredi- 
tary Right, ) delivered both in Country 
Churches, and Country Converſations, 


has occaſion'd among the poor well - 
meanin 
derſtan 
Words, are nevertheleſs perſwaded they 


People, who though they un- 
not the Signification of the 
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come from one that does, and that's e- 
nough for them. 


Ir is very ſurpriſing, that there ſhould " 


be any of the Clergy of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, who are Promoters as far as in 
them lies, of what gives a Stab to her 
very Vitals ; and yet I am both ſorry 
and aſham'd to ſay, there are ſome ſuch; 
and who though they have ſolemnly 
{worn to behave as becomes dutiful Sub- 
jects, yet are daily preventing thoſe who 
otherwiſe would be ſo: And therefore, I 
will take the Liberty to obſerve to ſuch 
Gentlemen, that in Holy Writ we find 
God Almighty had no Regard to- (an 
Hereditary Right, ) but that he gave a 
Power to the People to expel Tyrants, 


though Princes of his own Appoint- 


menr. 


WILL any Man then, that is not big- 
gotted to Paſſive Obedience. &c. run the 
Hazard of being deprived of all he has 


a Right to, by eſpouſing the Intereſts of | 


a Perſon with an imaginary one: Or will 
any Man pretend to be a Member of the 


Eſtabliſh'd Church, and at the ſame ' 


time endeavour to introduce her greateſt 
Enemies? How very whimſical are thoſe, 
who think that the moſt rigid Papiſt, 


may ,. 


* 
* 
- 


4 
zs a Papiſt, he is oblige to do all in his 
Power utterly to root up and deſtroy ; 


- 
. 
4 


ing by way of Converſation with a Per- 
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may govern a Proteſtant People with 
Applauſe ; and be a tender Nurſing Fa- 
ther to a Church, which by his Tenets 


which I hope will never be in the Power 
of him and his Agents to do, 


Popery and Abſolute Monarchy are inſe- 
parable, and it will be allow'd by all im- 
artial Men, that an Abſolute Monarchy 


is inconſiſtent with Civil Society, and can 


therefore be no Form of Civil Govern- 


ment, which is to remedy the Incon- 


veniences of the State. It is well known 


what Value our Anceſtors ſet upon their 
| Liberties, and with what Courage they 
defended them; and we can therefore 


have no better Example to oblige us, 
never to ſuffer them to be violated. And 
as no Man or Society of Men, have 
Power to give up to the Abſolute Will 
of any one Perſon, the Means of the 
Preſervation of the whole; ſo we 
Mall always be ſure to preſerve what 
7 have no Will nor Power to part 
rom. 


_ © MoNsitur Mezeray, a worthy Frexch 
* Gentleman and great Hiſtorian, happen- 


ſon 
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% ſon of Quality, in the beginning of 9 
© the late King William's Reign, to take 
Notice of the great Difference there 
Vas between the Government of E gß - 
« and, and that of France, broke out in- © 
« to the following Expreſſions. 
| 
« W x had once (ſays he) in France 0 
« the ſame Happineſs, and the ſame Pri- L 
« viledges which you now have; our 
« Laws were made by Repreſentatives 
« of our own chuſing, our Kings were C 
ſubject to the Rules of Law and Rea» tt 
« fon ; But now alas! we are wretched, bt 
« and all is loſt. Think nothing to dear E. 
my Lord to maintain theſe precious Ad- If 
% vantages ; and if ever their be Occa- W⅛ o 
« ſion, venture your Life, your Eſtate, + W. 
% and all you have, rather than ſub- arc 
« mit to the Condition to which you ſee he 
« us reduced. | | | 
Wr are certainly (notwithſtanding Nu 
what ill Men may ſay to the contrary) a h 
happy People. Our King is a good King, Em 
our Laws are good Laws ; and every one the 
who keeps within due Bounds, are ſecu- D- 
red and defended by both. Our Proper- Wo 
ties are invaded, yelps out a Cobler, per- why 
haps whoſe Property conſiſts but in two that 
or three old Shoes, and as many Scraps i a 
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of Leather; and yet it is evident, that 
none dare touch the leaſt Shred of 
ſuch a needy Politician's Property, with» 
out ſatisfying both the Cobler and the 
Law. 


Bu x it is daily ſeen, that the greateſt 
Clamour proceeds from ſuch as have 
the leaſt to looſe; and let one beſtow 
but Sixpenny-worth of Charity upon a 


Fellow that is ſtarving, and it is odds 


if he does not in the next Coffec-houſe 


-commence Stateſman, and inform all 


who pleaſe to be inſtructed, that Things 
are not as they ſhould be,—— becaule 


he never was worth a Shilling. 


I remember, I once overheard two 


| Number. Drivers ſettling of Affairs, and 


when the one had with much Heat and 
Emotion held forth upon Hereditary Right; 
the other gave him for Anſwer, That 
D——m him if he cared what was Right 
or what was Wrong, but he did not know 
why one Man was not as good as another ; 
that is, he ſeem'd to wonder, that all 


the World were not Hackney- Coach · 
men. 


T have 
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I have been jealous (and not without 1 
ſome Reaſon) that many of thoſe who 7 hi 
are perpetually ſetting the Mob together tl 
by the Ears, with the Words (Hereditary al 

Night,) are ſuch as have no real liking of 
to any Kingly Government at all; but th 
according to the Principles of the above > 

\ 


named Hackney-Stateſman, would be 
molt delighted, were there no King, no | P 
Religion, nor no Laws at all. Anarchy Ki 
and Confuſion is at the Bottom of fuch - A 
Men's Deſigns, let them gild them over 

with ever ſo fair Pretences ; and it is not | 
the Pretender, but a pretended ſupreme Ar 


Authority to be veſted in themſelves, be 

and others of the ſame Kidney, that theſe Ch 

Men would be at. Hi 
TAE extreme Miſery that theſe King- | F ; 
MI doms groaned under, when Antimonar- gs 
i chiſts for many Years with a mock Au— AN, 
—_ thority were a Curſe and a Scourge, can- Th. 
[ not be thought of without the utmoſt 1 : 
1 Horrour. Nothing in thoſe Days was to 155 
be heard of but Oppreſſion and Cruelty j 4 . 

Men had then no J. iberty or Property, but _ : 


what the many-headed Monſter was 
1 pleaſed to allow them; and no Man 
, | ' knew who or what to obey ; for they 
tcarce knew Who or what to grope a 

| Form 
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Form of Government out of. For down 
went the King, (who was by thoſe 
Traytors molt barbarouſly murther'd) and 
his Authority lapſed into the two Houſes, 
then down went the Houſe of Peers, and 
all Authority tumbled into the fag End 
of a Houſe of Commons, who took upon 
themſelves to be the ſupreme Authority 
of this Nation ; which Mock- Authority 
dwindled into a Council of State; the 
Power of which Council of State, was 


kick'd out of Doors by (Saint Oliver) 


and his Council of War. 


AND now I have mentioned that 
Arch-Rebel, Oliver Cromwell, it may not 
be amiſs to preſent the Reader with the 


Character given of him by a celebrated 


Hiſtorian. 


« Oliver Cromwell (ſays that Author ) 
& was a Hypocrite in Perfection; for 
& though he had more than ordinary 
Senſe and Courage, yet he could arti- 
ficially appear one of the tameſt Api- 
« mals in the World; when he found 
« that Whining and Canting would bet- 
ter advance his Deſigus among the 


F «He 
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« He was of no ene Faction in Reli- | / 
« pion, and yet by his deep Diſſimulation, © 
* kept himſelf at the Head of them all. 4 
« He cajoled the Presbyterians; flattered © de 
«© the Independents, careſs'd the Anabap- a 
&« tiſts, and kept them in continua! Jars W 
„ with each other, that they might 1 
© have no Leiſure to unite againſt him. ſti 
e ſelf. $ £22 | 
« Hs took the King from Holmby, un- oY 
6 der the Pretence of better Uſage than 8 
© he had from the Parliament, and by 
© then by ſetting up Non-Aadareſſors, N 
and purging the Houſe of Commons 
* among the Rump, {pilt the Blood of the 
* Lord's Anointed, 
c 
i He. firſt heated the Ramp againſt the y 
% Army, tor daring to preſcribe Laws ro < 
. * their Maſters, then enraged the Army ce 
6 againſt the Rump as Betrayers of their (e 
„ 'Iruſt. At length he ſtruck in with ©. 
« the Army, turn'd the Rump out of «4 
„Doors; and then having fworn a. « 
„ gainlt the Government of a ſingle « 
* Perion, ſet himſelf up for Lord Fro- « | 
>. Our: | =» 
| | 85 
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hs AMONG all the Miſchiefs that were the 
> Conſequences of that Grand Uſurpation 
and Rebellion, the Multitude of infatua- 
ted Broachers of new Doctrines was 
none of the leaſt : ' For from thence (how 
Wild or Nonſenſical ſoever they might be) 
we owe to this Day moſt of our Dome- 
ſtick Jars. And as a Specimen of the 
unbounded Liberty of Irreligion and Non- 
ſenſe, that was in thoſe Days of Anarchy 
and Miſery countenanced and encourag'd, 
pray take the following Piece of Truth, 
| as deliver'd from the Hiſtory of Indepen- 
aency publiſhed in the Year 1649. 


| 
| 5 The Five Lights of Walton. 


* THE beginning of Lent in the Year 
6e 1649, one Mr. Faucet Miniſter of Hal- 
* ton upon Thames in the County of Sur- 
* rey, having preached in the Afternoon, 
« and it being Twilight when he came 
* down from the Pulpit, there entered 
* at the ſame time into the Church ix 
„ Soldiers, one of them with a Candle and 
* Lanthorn in his right Hand, and in the 
other he held four Candles unlighted. 
After Silence commanded, the Fellow 
* with the Lanthorn told the Audience, 
that they had beſt ſtay a little longer, 

| F- 2 tor 


RY Yo. © I. ) 4 
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* for he had a Meſſage to deliver to them 
« from God; and offered to get up into 
. .©& the Pulpit, but they would not ſuffer 
& him ; then he would have delivered 
** his Errand in the Church, but they 
«& would not hear him; ſo he went into 
* the Church-yard, the People following | 
4 him, where he told them that he had a 
« Viſion, and received a Command from 
God, which they were to receive, and c 
< 
c 
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©« he to deliver under the Pain of Dam- 
“ nation, and this my Meſſage (ſays he) 


conſiſts of Five Lights. c 
&« AND Firſt, The Sabbath is aboli{h'd | 
© as unneceſſary Jewiſh, and merely Ce- c 
% remonial: And here I ſhould put out c 
my firlt Light, but that the. Wind is ſo 6 
high I cannot light it. 7 
% Secondly, Tythes are aboliſh'd as 0 
te Jewiſh alſo, a great Burthen tothe Saints 60 
« of God, and a Diſcouragement of Til. cc 
lage and Induſtry; and here I ſhould | «<©< 
% pur out my ſecond Light, but that!  « 
* cannot light it. | cc 


& Thirdly, ' Miniſters are aboliſh'd as 
& Antichrittian and of no Uſe, now that 


«< Chriſt himſelf deſcends into the Hearts © *&©6 
© of his Saints, and his Spirit ęnlighteneth . be 
| | them 


* 
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them with Revelations and Inſpira- 


« tions; and here I ſhould put out my 
third Light, &. 


Fourthly, Magiſtrates are aboliſh'd as 
c uſeleſs and unneceſſary, now that Chriſt 
& js in Purity of Spirit among us, and hath 
erected che Kingdom of the Saints upon 
Earth : Beſides, they are Tyrants and 
*© Oppreſlors of the Liberty of the Saints, 

and tye them to Laws that are merely 
Human Inventions; and here I ſhould 
© put out my fourth Light, &c. 


«© Then putting his Hand into his 
Pocket, he pull'd out a ſmall Bible, 
and look here, quoth he, here is a Book 
that ye have all a great Veneration for, 
containing the Ol Teſtament and the 
New, but J am to tell, you that it is alſo 
ee aboliſh'd, as containing beggarly Rudi- 
& ments, Milk for Babes: But now Chriſt 
is in Glory among us, and imparts a 
« fuller meaſure of his Spirits to his Saints 
* than this can aftord, and therefore I 
e am commanded to burn it before your 
Faces. 5 


e WIT I that he takes the Candle out 
of his Lanthorn, and opening the Book 
«+ ſet fire to its Leaves; then putting out 

| * mis 
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« his Candle, and now cry'd the Raſcal, |: 
« my fifth Light is extinguiſh'd. Hiffory | 8 
of Indepenaency, Part the Second, Page 152. 1 1 

As blaſphemous and ridiculous as ſuch | f 
Jargon certainly is, yet Fellows of that 10 
Stamp found People as wicked and as YZ 5 
fooliſh, who became their Diſciples; and S 
the very Denial of Chriſt, was in thoſe dl! 
Days call'd a commendable Liberty of ß FP 
Conſcience. 1 - 
THrtRe cannot be a better Argument E 
made ule of, to prove that (a Monarchical * H 
is the beſt of all Governments) than what of 
15 to be obſerv*d from the Hiſtories of thoſe M 
Times. For when theſe Wretches had ” 
' for many Years worried each other, as " 


well as ruin'd many of much better Prin- 
ciples , with what Joy did they receive © 
the leaſt Hope of being relieved, from the 
intolerable Oppreſſions, that they them- *' | 


ſelves had contrived to lay -upon their to 
own Shoulders. And how ſenſible were oo 


they of the great Difterence there was, 
between being daily expoſed to the Arbi- 
trary Will and Pleaſure of a confuſed Med- 
ley of Mock-Monarchs, and that of ha- 
ving a moſt Gracious King upon the 7 
Throne, whoſe Lenity to the worſt of Re- 
bels might convince them, that a good 
Sovereign 
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Sovereign is ever a merciful Father, even 
to his moſt diſobedient People. 


Tu Reign of a good King (ſays a 
certain Author ) reſembles that ot Hea- 
ven, over which there is but ene God; 
for he is no leſs belov'd of the Virtuous, 
than tear'd of the Wicked. A good 
King is ever contriving the Safety and Be- 
nefit of his People, an Antimonarchiſt on 
the contrary, is an Enemy to all; for his 
Harveſt is when his Country is leaſt 
Happy; the Wido ts Tears, the Blood 
of the Innocent, and the Deſtruction oi 
hole Families, are the Foundations upoa 
which he raiſes his Fortunes: No Won- 
der then, if he is an Enemy to the com- 
mon Tranquility, which Subjects eajoy 
under the Government of a good King. 


No one who has read Hiſtory need be 
told by me, what the many particular 
Grievances of thoſe unhappy Times were; 
when it was Death to be Loyal, and 
the Confiication of all a Man was worth, 
n Qurit declare ior Monarchy. 


Bur as theſe few Sheets are chiefly in- 
tended, tor the Peruſal of ſuch of his Ma- 
ieity's Subjects, who are daily in Danger 
i being diverted ſiom their Duty, both 

by 
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by Popiſh and Independent Emiſſaries ; and 
as many of them are not in Circumſtances 
to lay out ſuch Sums in Books, as might 
put them right in theſe Cafes, I there- 
tore with the greateſt Plainneſs and Sin- 


cerity, lay before them the Evils of that, 


and the Bleſſings of the preſent Time. 


I T would {well this little Book, much 
beyond what I intend it to be, were I 
but to give the Heads of what different 
Miſchiets many worthy Families ſuffered. 
in thoſe Days of Blood and Violence ; I 
{hall therefore only obſerve, that in Con- 
tradiction to ſome, who would ſlily inſi- 
nuate, as though the Hoſtilities were be- 
gun by the Royal Martyr himſelf. I 
ſay, | 


Tur there was not the leaſt Motion 
towards a War, till Hotham {hut the 
Gates of Hull againit the King, when at- 
tended only by a few of his Servants; 
which Action of his was afterwards ap- 
proved, by a Vote of the Ghoſt of a Houſe 
Commons, as it done by their Commil- 
ſion or Warrant. 


Axod not long after, there was an Ar- 
my of 16000 effective Men raiſed about 
London, to fetch his Majeſty (as they ſaid) 

N o 
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to his Parliament and to remove evil 


Counſellors; and this Army had commit- 
ted many Inſolences under the Command 
of the Earl of Eſſex, before the King ſet 


up his Standard Royal. 


AND there was not only near two Years - 


difference (that is between the Dates of 
the King's, and the Parliament's Com- 
miſſions, the Latter being older by all 
that Time ;) but that very Army, which 
they pretended was raiſed to bring the 
King to his Parliament, was afterwards 
made uſe of to keep him from his Parlia- 
ment. 


IN all his Majeſty's Declarations, we 


find, that he always proteſted he did not 


declare War againſt the Parliament, but 
againſt ſome ſeditious Members, in Re- 
lation to whom he could have no com- 
mon Juſtice done. And it is evident, 
that upon all Succeſs obtain'd by his Ma- 
jeſty's Forces, he ſtill courted the Parlia- 
ment and the City to come to an Accom- 
modation, | PETS 

ANo upon the Ramp Commanders ha- 
ving pawa'd their Souls, that their only 
Aim was to reſtore his Majeſty with Ho- 
nour and Safety, and to treat according to 


G the 
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the Covenant to that End made, and ſworn 
to by them; how eaſily did that good 
King believe them, and how they uſed 
him for giving them Credit, is ſhocking 
to think of. But ſuch was the admi- 
rable Temper, Conſtancy, and Prudence, 
with which that unfortunate Prince be- 
haved, under the Load of uncommon 


A fflictions; that many who beheld it, 


and who were before his profeſſed Ene- 
mies, became Converts, and his Majeſty 
had their belt Wiſhes, 


AMONG others of the Nobility, and 
Gentlemen of ancient Families, who ſuf 
fer for their Predeceſſors, having eſpouſed 
the Cauſe of that Royal Martyr, I have 
the Honour to be one: And as a Peti- 
tion that was in thole Days preſented 
againſt my Great-Grandfather, by the 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, is a very 
particular one, I believe the Reader will 
pardon me, if I inſert it in this Place, 


A Copy 
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A Copy of the Town of Berwick's 


cc 
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Petition againſt James Douglas, 
Lord Mordington. 


To the Supreme Authority of this 
Nation, the Parliament of the 
Common- wealth of England. 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, and Burgeſſes of the Town 
of Berwick «pon. I weed. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


HAT the Town of Berwick, hath. 

„ ever ſince the Beginning of 

the late Troubles, appear'd moſt cordial 
and faithful to the Parliament's Inte- 
reſt, and gave timely Teſtimony of the 
ſame, by preſerving the Place againſt 
the Forces. of the Earl of Newcaſtle, 
who endeavoured to wy an it. And 
afterwards the ſaid Town of Ber- 
wick did uſe her utmoſt Endeavours 
and Intereſt, to ſupply the Parliament's 
Forces in Scotland, with great Supplies 
of Proviſion and Victuals in their grea- 
reſt Exigencies and Extremities, both 
before and after Dunbar Fight ; as his 
(3-2-5 „Excel- 


a 


nan 


' The Great Bleſſing of a 
« Excellence, the now Lord-General, and 


&« Colonel Fexwick Governor of the Place 
« can teſtify. 


% And your Petitioners farther humbly 


ce ſhews, That when the Army under the 
„Command of the now Lord-General 
© paſſed the Tweed, they were whilſt their 


„% Rendezvous was on the other Side of 


« the ſaid River, neceſſitated for ſome 


« Days, to quarter their whole Army of 
** Horſe upon the Meadows belonging to 
6 the ſaid Town, whereby your Petitio- 
© ners were damnified to an exceeding 


« great Value, their Meadows being 


* totally eaten up and deſtroyed, for 
& which your Petitioners were promiſed 
Satisfaction, bur never received any. 


e Ax foraſmuch as divers Lands with. 
% in the Bounds of the ſaid Town, did 
« formerly belong to the ſaid Garriſon, 


e until King James reſolving to demoliſh 


& that Place, gave away the ſaid Lands 
% to the Earl of Danbar, (his then 
© Favourite, who obtain'd a Grant there- 
© of in Prejudice to the ſaid Town, 
& which Lands came afterwards to James 

& Douglas Lord Mordington, who being 

&« a Scotſman, (and in Arms againſt the 

Parliament Forces) was a bitter Ene- 

| .* my 


* 
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& my to the Town of Berwick, and an 
* Abettor of James Duke of Hamilton's 
Army, and was taken Priſoner (in the 
% Worceſter Engagement) the Profits of 
* whoſe Lands ſequeſter'd during his for- 
* mer and latter Delinquency, were for 
many Years employed tor the fortifying, 
and other Uſes of the ſaid Garriſoh. 


* Tour Petitioners therefore bhambly prays, 
the aforeſaid Lands now under Seque- 
ſtration, for-the Lord Mordington's De- 
linquency, or that Part of them that 
lies within the Works, and adja- 
cent to the Walls of, the ſaid Town, 
out of which-all the Water doth come 
that ſupplies rhe Garriſon within, and 
the Works without the Town, may be 
ſettled upon the Town, for the conſtant 
repair of the Bridge of Stone-work over 
the Tweed, being of great Concerament 
to this Nation, as it has ever been the 
Bulwark of England againſt the Inva- 
ſion of the Scots, and which is ſubject 
to great Ruin and Decay, by Reaſon 
of the Waves of the Sea continually bea- 
ting thereon ; as. alſo for the Repair of 
the Walls, Store-houſes, and other Uſes 
of the ſaid Garriſon, all which were 
. wont to be maintain'd by the State; 
and which unleſs the Profits of the-ſaid 
; & Lord 
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« Lord Mordington's Lands may be ſet- 
ce tled to the Uſes aforeſaid, will ſuddenly 
« fall to Ruin and Decay. And your Pe- 
& titioners ſhall ever Pray. 


Stephen Jackſon, Mayor. 


Roger Weaael, Ralph Salkield, 
Robert Scott, Anaxew Crijpe, 
Henry Moreton, Edward T arry, 
Edmund Nealſon, William Webb, 
Robert Tramble, ' Tho. Hatton, 
Tho. Cramſorth, | John Caſtairs, 
Henry Edmeſton, James Dickiſon, 
Jo. Ingram, Tho. Trumble, 
Tho. Linſey, * | Rob. Dickiſon, 
Rob. Sett, |} Roger Fomer, 
Jo. Sliegh, Elias Pratt. 
Martin Garnock, | Robert Sliegh. 
Richard Winlow, 1 


AND thoſe Lands were given away 
accordingly, though tairly purchaſed by 
my Great-Grandfather of the Earl of Dun- 
bar, who claim'd under the Crown ; 
nor was any Recompence made to my 
Family for theſe their Services and Sut: 


_ ferings. 


I havethought it themore proper to take 


Notice of theſe Things, becauſe there are 
{ofne among us, who as they find People 
inclined, 
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inclined, can immediately ſhift themſelves 
into thoſe Shapes that are moſt likely. to 
contribute to their preſent Deſigns ; and 
therefore I believe it my Duty to do what 
is in my Power, to appriſe my Fellow- 
Subjects of what ſuch Mea 1n reality are. 


* IT is Doubtleſs a Point gain'd by ſuch 


as are Agents and Emiſſaries to the (Roman 


night) if they can keep us divided, 
whether it be in Matters Spiritual or 
Temporal, they would with the Mask 
off, be able to do nothing at all; and 
therefore in Company with a Papiſt they 
are Papiſts. When with ſuch of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church (whoſe Ignorance is their 
Encouragement) then they are, if they 
can obſerve them in the leaſt (to look to- 
wards the other Side of the Water) Brim 
full of Paſſive Obedience, and Hereditary 
Right. If with ſuch Men of other Per- 
{waſions, who they find no'way inclined 
to that Doctrine, why, then they won- 
der at the Folly of ſuch who do, and at 
the Madnefs of thoſe Men that can be 


ſatished with any King at all: And when 


among themfelves, heartily laugh at them 
all, and hug each other upon the Succeſs 
of there proſperous Villany, 


How 
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Ho w many have we about this Town, 


who make it their Pretence, that they 


have loſt I know not what, and there- 
fore they hope to recover it they know 
not how, when perhaps neither their 
Forefathers nor themſelves, ever had any 
thing to loſe, but their Ears, which I 
mult ſay, many of them deſerve to be 


_ eaſed of, for the indecent Liberties by 


them taken. 


Bur they have loſt, and all Men (if 
you will believe them) are bound to help 
them to the Means of finding; and how 
ſhould that be brought about, but by 
bringing in ſomebody who will find out 
ſome-Way or another to make them all 
rich, and then they know well enough 
who will be poor: But no matter for that 
egad, every Tub will ſtand upon its own 
Bottom, and thoſe that never had any 
Bottom may come to be at Top; and then 
farewel to the Beach the upper End of the 
Mall, where ſo many profound Pieces of 
Politicks are daily. hatch'd about Dinner- 


time. 


No Man who is really a Sufferer by 
that Grand Rebellion, (and is not a Mad- 
man) will ever pretend to make that a 

| Cauſe 
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Cauſe of Diſaffection to the preſent Go- 
vernment; nor will any Man. that is not 
Lunatick to as great a Degree, give them 
the hearing in ſuch a Caſe. And as 
to thoſe who are only Pretenders, and in 
the Intereſts of a Pretender, they are 
eaſily to be diſtinguiſh'd, eſpecially it 
they happen to be noted Projectors; for 
I never met with any of thoſe Men of 
Conſequence, who were not ready to 
burſt with Wind, and Hereditary Right. 


TI ſhall conclude with once more en- 
treating all my Fellow-Subjects, to con- 
{ſider ſeriouſly, that it is below them as 
Men, and as Chriſtians, to give any In- 
couragement to the unreaſonable Cla- 
mours of a few, whoſe want of Honeſty 
or want of Money, and very often want 
of both, puts them upon chouſing them 
out of what they have already in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, under a Notion of Reverſionary 
Caſtles in the Air, For nothing better 
are all the Chimera's with which they 
would poſſeſs you in Favour of Bigottry, 
Popery, Indefeazeable——, Hereditary — 
Golden „Hand- Cas, Chains —, 
Gibbets —, and Faggots. 


H WE 
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WE ſhould not have half the Com- 
plaints of want of Trade, and want of 
Buſineſs, would Men but mind their 
Trades and their Buſineſs; and inſtead 
of laying out as ſome do whole Hours, 
nay, whole Days in Coffee houſe Debates, 
be at the Head of the Main- Chance, and 


not mind the Main and Chance. Beſides, | 


E always had a Notion, that when any 
one was bound an Apprentice, his Maſter 
was not by the Indentures obliged to 
teach him Politicks, but his Trade : How- 
ever, I am miltaken I find. 


I do not pretend, that being of a Trade, 
takes any thing from a Man's Under- 
ſtanding ; on the contrary, I am ſatisfied, 
there are very many good Genius's be- 
hiad a Counter, but every Man as he has 
been bred. How prepoſterous would it 
be in a Miniſter of State, ſhould he ſup- 
poſe himſelf to underſtand the Meaſuring, 
ſelling or making this or that Commodity, 
better than thoſe whoſe Livelihoods de- 
pend upon ſuch Knowledge, and conſe- 
quently whoſe whole Buſineſs it is. 


Ho w many Traders are there whoſe 
Converſations are agreeable to the grea- 
teſt Degree, ſo long as they keep within 

the 
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che Bounds of what they in reality under» 
ſtand; yet let thoſe very Men, (who but 
a Moment before were admired) launch 
out into Politicks, and they ſhall imme- 
diately metamorphoiſe themſelves from 
the moſt agreeable, into the moſt con- 
contemptible Perſon in the Company. 


BE SI DES, ſuch a Procedure makes Parties 
where there was not the leaſt Occaſion for 


any; and generally all that a Man is able 


to ſay, after he has wrought hard in ſearch» 
ing into Things beyond the Reach of his 
Comprehenſion, is, that if he has made 
none more wiſe, yet he has made many 
more angry than they were before. 


Ix ſhort, let every Man acquit him- 
ſelf according to his Underſtanding, and 
no more; and inſtead of blowing the 
Coals of Diſcord, endeavour to promote 
Union and good Neighbourhood : Let but 
every Man do his Duty to his King and to 
himſelf, and his Country will ſoon be in 
the molt flouriſhing Condition. 


We cannot be unhappy, if we do but 
chearſully give into the Means of being o- 
theru iſe. 5 1! ſuch who ſircerely deſire Mo- 
. narchical, the beſt of all Governments, may 
with Ey es full of Content look up, and be- 

hold 
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hold the befbof Monarchs on the Throne 


them all. And let us ſeriouſſy reflect, 
that as the many unhappy Divilions that 


- * Wr 
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Ake] their Lives, their Liberties; their 
Properties; and the free exerciſe of their 


Religion dear to them? with Hearts full 


of Gratitude, let them bleſs God and the 
King, for the peaceable Enjoyment of 


have been fomented by Men of ill, or ra- 
ther of no Principles at all, are ſo 
Scandals to every brave Britton; ſo let us 
by a hearty Union, pay with Sincerit ty rhe the 
Duty we owe to his Majeſty ; and 

doing, convince all our Bister doch br 
Home and Abroad, that we can be ſenſi⸗ 


ble b. wrden we e . 
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